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later time Bonaparte and his future War Ministers, Clarke and
Lacued de Cessac, used to work and make suggestions, but
during the Terror the most notable members of the Committee
were two generals, whose birth was noble, and whose names
were famous in the old royal army. Jean Claude Eleanore
Michaud d'Anjon came of a good family in Franche Comte, and
was born in 1733. He entered the engineers in 1751, and
after serving in the Seven Years' War, had risen to the rank
of lieutenant-colonel, when in 1780 he was charged with the
engineering details of the siege of Gibraltar. His famous
invention of the protected and bomb-proof sea batteries was
not successful, owing to the energy of the English governor,
General Elliot, who made use of red-hot shot, but it gave
him the highest reputation in Europe as a military engineer.
Yet in his own country he was only promoted colonel in
1782, and it was not until after the outbreak of the Revolu-
tion, in July, 1791, that he was promoted marechal-de-camp,
or major-general. He acquiesced in the proclamation of the
Republic, and served as chief engineer with the army of the
Alps from October, 1792, to February, 1793, when he joined
Dumouriez and superintended the sieges of Breda and Gertruy-
denberg. He was promoted lieutenant-general in March, 1793.
Carnot appointed this ornament of his own corps to be
inspector-general of fortifications, a pOvSt which kept him in
Paris and enabled him to give his valuable assistance to the
Topographical Committee The other famous officer who
assisted Galon and Cai-not was Marc Rene, Marquis de Mont-
alembert, a man of eighty, twenty years older than d'Ar9on.
He entered the army in 1731, and after serving in the
cavalry and the household troops, he had attained the rank of
mar^chal-de-camp in 1761. It was not so much as a soldier, but
as a mathematician and military engineer that Montalembert
was celebrated, and his works on the latter subject had
become text-books He had retired from the army in 1783, at
the age of seventy, but the perils of his country brought him
back to work again, and on September 27,1793, he was placed
on the active list by Bouchotte, and attached to the Topo-
graphical Committee.